
   

     

Hello,  

 With Autumn officially here, 
it won’t be long until the leaves have 
all fallen and the cool weather starts 
to arrive. In Ohio, we are very fortu-
nate to experience the four seasons 
in their own uniqueness. Although 
we may sometimes (okay, a lot of the 
time) - dread the up-coming winter 
months with the testing weather, we 
Ohioans sure have learned to wel-
come the warmer weather when it 
starts to roll around. In these next few 
months, let’s enjoy the fall festivities 
with our family and friends. Let us be 
reminded that with change, we are 
continually presented with the op-
portunity to be brought out of the 
ordinary.  

 In keeping with our theme 
of appreciating change, I am excited 
to announce the plan of creating our 
very own Facebook page for the 
Summit-Portage District. With our fast 
paced world that is constantly chang-
ing, what better way to keep up the 
times than to network through social 
media? People use social media in 
their daily lives in order to stay con-

nected - It is critical for us to be connected to 
our family of nurses by using the resources 
available to us. We will be taking volunteers of 
those who may be interested in managing the 
page, updating our information, and posting 
various items to connect us nurses out in the 
field. For those who may be interested or if you 
have any ideas that you feel will help enhance 
our page, please feel free to contact our office.  

 For those of you who weren’t able to 
make it, we had our District meeting on Sep-
tember 16th at The Venue in Tallmadge.  It was 
a pleasure to be able to introduce our CEO of 
the ONA, Lori Chovanak. She offered a wealth 
of knowledge and valuable insight into nursing 
leadership. I would like to thank everyone who 
was able to attend. For those who weren’t able 
to make it, we look forward to getting together 
with you at future events. 

Happy Fall! 

Sincerely, 

Marie 

Marie C. Cinalli, R.N. 
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Credits reflect monies collected by interest, dues, and 
members’ dinners. 

  Debits include awards, wages, rent, telephone, supplies 
and dinners. 

Balance May 31, 2015                            $52,265.06 

Credits—June +  3,818.55 

               July +  3,423.99 

               August +  4,755.02 

  $64,262.62 

Debits—June 3,518.66 

              July 12,972.76 

              August                                      3,142.09 

Balance July 31, 2015 $ 44,629.11 

 

 

 

This report reflects the district daily operations.  
Funds reside in two banks and are invested in   
long-term Certificates of Deposit, an interest-
bearing money market account, and an interest-
bearing checking account.  In July monies were 
added to an existing Certificate of Deposit to real-
ize more interest income. 

  

O C T O B E R ,  N O V E M B E R ,  D E C E M B E R  D I S T R I C T  D I R E C T I O N  

Report of the treasurer          ….Ma r l e ne  P eop l e s  We t sh t e i n  

 

Committees 

Committee on Community Wellness 
Earl Blackstone                                Jean Kaminski 
Mary Calabro                                   Carol Korman, CoChair 
Marie Cinalli                                     Kathryn Krautwurst 
Janice Dennis                                  Sonta Robinson 
Johanna Edwards, CoChair               
 
Committee on Health Care Advocacy 
June Adams                                     Dottie Marsh, Chair 
Peggy Halter                                     Emily McClung 
Jeni Huth                                          Beth McVan 
Carolyn Kleman                               Marlene Wetshtein 
 
Committee on Professional Development 
Susan Babik                                      
Davina Gosnell                                Linda Riazi-Kermani 
Nancy McManus                             Connie Stopper, Chair 

Boards Briefs 

 
  The resignation of Director Carol Korman was ac-
cepted with regret.  Carol has served on the Board 
as a Director for the past several years.  Added to 
her list of District accomplishments has been chair-
ing the Committee on Community Wellness along 
with coChair Johanna Edwards.  They were instru-
mental in making the district and nurses visible by 
conducting blood pressure screenings at the Sum-
mit County Fair in 2014.  Ms. Korman was the re-
cipient of the district’s Barbara L. Mims Distin-
guished Nurse of the Year Award in 2013 and par-
ticipated in the ONA Convention as a district dele-
gate.  increasing personal family responsibilities 
were cited as the reason for her resignation.  We 
extend heartfelt wishes for Carol’s return to the 
Board when she is able. .   She is employed at Ak-
ron Children’s Medical Center. 

Where in the world have you been?  In our last issue we asked for members to tell us where in the world they 
had been presenting posters and attending professional workshops, conferences and conventions.  Member Ruth Ludwick 
shared some far-reaching presentations: 

Advance care planning within skilled nursing facilities: implications for policies. Poster session presented at: Academy Health Annual Research 
Meeting, Long-Term Services and Supports Interest Group;Â 2015 June 13; Minneapolis, MN  

Realism versus Simplicity in Creating Factorial Survey Vignettes: Implications for Analysis. Paper presentation at the European Survey Research 

Association Annual Meeting, July 13-17, 2015, Reykjavik, Iceland.  
Nurses Making Policy from Bedside to Boardroom. Notre Dame of Maryland University. Mach 30, 2015 Baltimore Maryland. Invited 

Paper.  

Please share with us the name of the event or organization, its location, and  your 
involvement.  Weí d like to include it in the next newsletter.  So...toot your own 
professional horn (so to speak) and contact the District Office with the details. 
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Emily Becks 

Kistom Borcjard 

Christina Blanton’ 

Carmen Burbridge 

Laura Burkey 

Brogan Catalano 

Karen Everett 

Sheri Gregg 

D I S T R I C T  D I R E C T I O N  

New members 

 

 A task force was formed by ONA as a result of a proposed bylaws amendment to restructure 
the association.  The task force represents the different districts and local units within the association.  
Summit and Portage District’s representation is Joyce Powell, Linda Riazi-Kermani, Davina Gosnell, 
Connie Stopper,and Karen Budd.  A preliminary  conference call and meeting have been held prior to 
convention, and dialog was continued at convention.  The next meeting of the task force will take 
place Wednesday, November 4 and Thursday, November 5 in Columbus..  As Lori Chovank, CEO of 
the Ohio Nurses Association, stated “We look forward to getting started on this important effort to as-
sess ONA’s governance and dues structure. 

O C T O B E R ,  N O V E M B E R ,  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5  

Spdona members serve on  
ona governance and dues task force 

We welcome the following new members and encourage them to attend a meeting soon.   

Hane Gromley 

Emily Holmes 

Amanda Hopkins 

Olivia Hutchereson 

Corrine Johnson 

Kirk Kiffner 

Lesley Lavalais-Jacobs 

Warren Meredith 

Jennifer Meyer 

Linda Hguyen 

Nicholas Powell 

Stephanie Roberts 

Jami Schaefer 

Bridget Szeltner 

Sherry Truskolaski 

Janel Vitrano 

Natalie Ziegman 

It ’s election time…. .  

No, please don’t panic.  It’s not a national or state election, but a gentler, kinder election — the elec-
tion for those individuals who will guide the district in the next year.  With the adaption of amend-
ments to the Summit and Portage District, ONA Bylaws on March 18, 2015, the procedure has 
changed.  The election (the actual voting) will take place at the March District Meeting.  It will be by 
secret ballot, and those on the ballot will be notified of the results before the announcement of re-
sults at the May Annual Meeting which is also when terms begin.  You will not be getting a ballot in 
the mail (although you may request an absentee ballot) which you have to send in.  The Committee 
on Nominations is seeking candidates for the following positions:  Vice President, Secretary, and two 
(2) Directors.  Each of those will be elected to a 2 year term (i.e. until May 2018).  Five members for 
the Committee on Nominations will also be chosen.  If you would like to run or know of a member 
to suggest, please contact the District Office (spdona@juno.org or 330-923-5792) or one of the 
members of the current Committee on Nominations:  Marlene Peoples Wetshtein, chair; Kris Gill; 
Johanna Edwards; Davina Gosnell; and Ruth Ludwick so that a Consent form may be sent to you. 
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 REFLECTIONS  ON  CONVENTION 
 

 The ONA Biennial Convention was held October 9-11 in Columbus.  Summit and Portage 
District, ONA was able to send and generously fund 16 members to represent the more than 850 
nurse members who work or reside in the two county area:  June Adams, Karen Budd, Carol 
Haas, Peggy Halter, Sharon Hemphill, Jeni Huth, Susan Jones, Jean Kaminski, Kelly Lee, Dottie 
Marsh, Nancy McManus, Marlene Peoles Wetshtein, Linda Riazi-Kermani, Sonta Robinson, Con-
nie Stopper, and Sandy Waino.  Thank you to these dedicated nurses and members who took the 
time to work on the advancement of their (and your) profession. 
 

Each convention, it is customary for one or two delegates to be asked to share their impres-
sions regarding convention.  This convention Kelly Lee was asked to respond with her 
memories as a first time attendee.  Kelly’s background includes a BS in Nursing and a BA in 
Psychology from the University of Akron.  She is a bedside caregiver in 
neuro ICU at Akron General Health Center.  Her impressions follow: 
        Reflecting upon my experience as a first time delegate representing the 

Summit and Portage District at the ONA Convention, my eyes were 
opened to how I had been apathetic to the due diligence of the ONA.  I 
have always been active in the shared governance structure at Akron 
General Medical Center as an avenue to positively impact nursing care in 
turn enhancing patient outcomes and experience.  Attending the ONA 
Convention gave me the opportunity to "kick it up a notch" and impact 
nursing practice within the state of Ohio.  It gave me the opportunity to 
converse with nurse leaders from all over the state about issues that nurses need to take to 
heart and work together and embrace the empowerment that is offered to Ohio nurses as ONA 
members at the regional, state, and national level.  The House of Delegates discussed and de-
bated issues that are at the forefront of nursing here in Ohio and set the course for the newly 
elected leaders to concentrate their efforts on the agenda set forth by the delegation.  I enjoyed 
meeting with members of the Summit and Portage delegation and discussing the candidates and 
issues in how it will reflect our nursing within our own regional area. It opened my eyes to what 
other regional areas have accomplished and inspired me to want to step up and become in-
volved in activities in our region to enhance the care of our community.  I now realize that ONA 
is more than a negotiating force that we find interest in every three years, but a formidable ave-
nue to impact nursing care, policy and self preservation not only at the regional or state level but 
nationally. I challenge each of us to become an active participant in our Summit and Portage 
District, as well as all Ohio nurses to become members of the ONA, to impact the future of our 
profession.  I am thankful for the opportunity, experience, and the  honor to be a representative/
delegate in our Summit and Portage caucus. 

 

Our second commentator is Dottie Marsh.  Dottie received her diploma in 
nursing at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Pennsylvania, a BSN from Spalding Uni-
versity in Kentucky, and MSN from Kent State University.  She is retired 
from Cleveland VAMC.  Her remarks follow: 

O C T O B E R ,  N O V E M B E R ,  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5  D I S T R I C T  D I R E C T I O N  
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SPDONA members enjoyed participation in the biennial convention of the Ohio Nurses Association.  Three 
of our members received coveted awards:  Karen Budd was the recipient of the Dorothy Cornelius Leader-
ship Award, Linda Riazi-Kermani was awarded the Elizabeth K. Porter Award, and Ruth Ludwick received 
the Excellence in Nursing Research Award.  Also, Nancy McManus was inducted into the Cornelius Lead-
ership Congress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elections were held, and once again SPDONA came to the forefront.  Joyce Powell was elected Local Unit 
member of the Economic and General Welfare Commission, NFN delegate, AFT delegate, and alternate to 
ANA Membership Assembly.  Linda Riazi-Kermani was named AFT Delegate and perhaps traveling non-
voting delegate to ANA Membership Assembly. 

Members of the SPDONA Health Care Advocacy Committee 
manned a table on the Avenue of Issues demonstrating the 
relationship between air pollution and lung disease, particularly 
asthma, in the state of Ohio. 

Thank you to Peggy Halter, Vice President for stepping in to 
lead the SPDONA delegation when President Marie Cinalli 
was unable. 

 

In addition to the grunt work of changing some of the bylaws and discussions pertaining to reference pro-
posals, members had some fun meeting old friends and participating in the Speed Bowling Contest.  Pic-
tured below are the two District teams — Dolls with Balls and E-Bowla. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

DOLLS WITH BALLS: 
Kelly Lee, Jean Kaminski, Peggy Halter, Linda Riazi-
Kermani 

E-BOWLA:: 
Sandy Waino, June Adams, Jeni Huth, Sharon Hemphill 

Karen Budd Linda Riazi-Kermani Ruth Ludwick Nancy McManus 

O C T O B E R ,  N O V E M B E R ,  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 5  D I S T R I C T  D I R E C T I O N  
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